THE PUBLIC LAWYERS DIVISION OF THE

MARICOPA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

BY-LAWS
(Revised 10-14-2008)
ARTICLE 1.

NAME AND PURPOSE

1.1
The name of the organization shall be the Public Lawyers Division of the Maricopa County Bar Association (MCBA Public Lawyers Division or “Division”).

1.2 The purpose of the Division shall be to: 

(a) stimulate the interest of public lawyers who WORK OR reside in Maricopa County in the activities, objectives and purposes of the Maricopa County Bar Association (“Association” or “MCBA”) and the  Division and in becoming active members of the Association and the Division;

(b) encourage study and discussion pertaining to the problems, duties and responsibilities of members of the legal profession practicing in the public sector;

(c) provide members of this Division with a more effective means to participate in activities  directed toward improving the administration of justice and promoting issues of importance to public lawyers;

(d) encourage and support diversity in the practice of law and to support fair opportunities for attorneys, regardless of race, ethnic background, gender, religion, age, sexual orientation, or disability;    

(e) promote cooperation and fellowship among members of this Division;

(f) encourage law students to consider practice as a public lawyer;  assist law students and new members of the MCBA in preparing for and establishing themselves in the practice of law as public lawyers;  assist members of the Division in enhancing their abilities and professional growth and in developing legal careers through service as public lawyers;

(g) encourage and acknowledge outstanding service: i) by public lawyers who have been active in the MCBA and the Division; and ii) by Arizona State University AND PHOENIX SCHOOL OF LAW law students who demonstrate an interest in becoming public lawyers;  
(h) participate in community service activities which will reflect positively on this Division and the MCBA; and 

(i) provide comments and recommendations to the MCBA Board of Directors as to issues the Division believes are of importance to its members.

ARTICLE 2.

MEMBERSHIP

2.1
Any person employed by any governmental or public agency or subdivision, so long as he or she WORKS OR resides in Maricopa County and is a member of the MCBA, is a member of this Division.  Governmental or public agency or subdivision shall include any entity supported in full or in excess of 50% by government revenue, other than attorneys on contract with said entities.

ARTICLE 3.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

3.1
There shall be a Division Board of Directors composed of up to 10 elected Directors, four of whom shall also be the officers of the Division.

3.2
The Division Board of Directors shall be composed of members as defined in Article 2.1:

3.2.1
The Directors shall endeavor to include, among the Division Board of Directors and the membership, lawyers from different governmental or public agencies or subdivisions.

3.2.2
If the President’s term as a Director would otherwise expire (without re-election as a Director) at the time of assuming the office of President, the President’s term as a Director shall be extended for two additional years; if the President’s term as a Director would otherwise expire (without re-election as a Director) at the completion of his or her term as President, the President’s term as a Director shall be extended for one additional year.

3.3
The Division Board of Directors shall have general supervision and control of the Division.

3.4
The terms of office for all elected Directors shall be two years.  Any vacancy on the Division Board of Directors may be filled by appointment by the Division Board of Directors for the balance of the term vacated.  Such appointment shall be filled from the membership.

3.4.1
Notice of elections for the Division Board of Directors shall be published in the Maricopa Lawyer and shall BE POSTED ON THE MARICOPA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION WEBSITE also be sent to all Division members.  The notice shall be POSTED sent at least two weeks prior to the date for closing nominations and shall include the seats open for election, the nomination procedure, and the deadline for submission of nominations.

3.4.2
In the event that, for any given seat on the Division Board of Directors, there are no nominations submitted by the deadline set by the Division Board of Directors, the Division Board of Directors may declare that seat vacant and may fill that seat by appointment according to the procedures in Section 3.4.

3.5
At any time that a member of the Division Board of Directors is no longer a public lawyer or no longer a member of the MCBA, the Division Board of Directors may declare such member’s seat vacant and may proceed to make an appointment according to the provisions of Section 3.4.

 3.6
The Division Board of Directors may declare a seat vacant for non-participation and fill such seat by appointment according to the provisions of Section 3.4.  Non-participation means three unexcused absences from Division Board of Directors meetings during any 12-month period.  An absence is unexcused if notice of the absence is not provided to the President, or President-Elect, or the MCBA staff liaison prior to a Division Board of Directors meeting.

3.7
Elections for the Division Board of Directors shall be held and completed within, 60 days prior to ON OR BEFORE the annual meeting of the Division.  The new Division Board of Directors shall begin service of their terms as of January 1.

3.8
In the event of a tie for a seat on the Division Board of Directors, the remaining duly elected members of the Division Board of Directors shall determine the procedure for resolving the tie.

ARTICLE 4.
OFFICERS

4.1
The officers of the Division shall be President, President-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer.

4.2
Duties of Officers.

4.2.1
The President shall preside at all meetings of the Division and all meetings of the Division Board of Directors and shall perform such other duties and acts usually pertaining to the office of President.  The President shall also attend, as a voting member, all meetings of the MCBA Board of Directors.  The President may prepare a report of the activities of the Division for the past year for presentation at the annual meeting of the Division, and shall prepare such report as a final year end report to the MCBA Board of Directors.

4.2.2
The President-Elect shall perform the duties of the President at any time that the President is unable to perform such duties and shall perform such other duties as may be assigned to him or her by the President.  The President-Elect shall assume the office of President upon the expiration of the President’s term.

4.2.3
The Secretary shall keep a true record of the proceedings of all meetings, give notice of all meetings and shall supervise the retention by MCBA staff of all books, papers, documents, minutes and other property of the Division.  He or she shall perform such other duties as may be assigned by the President.

4.2.4
The Treasurer shall keep an accounting of all expenditures of the Division and shall be responsible for all demands on the budget.  The Treasurer shall work with MCBA staff to develop the annual budget.

4.3
The offices of President-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer shall be elected by and among the members of the Division Board of Directors at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Division following the election and installation of the new directors and shall be for one-year terms to expire as of December 31.  The President-Elect must have served as a member of the Division Board of Directors for at least one year prior to election as President-Elect.  Except for a vacancy of the office of the President, which shall be filled by the President-Elect, any officer vacancy shall be filled by the Division Board of Directors for the balance of the term vacated.

ARTICLE 5.
MEETINGS

5.1
The annual meeting of the Division shall be held in December at a place and on a date to be selected by the President.  The time and place of the meeting shall be announced at least two weeks in advance.  At that meeting, the election of Directors to serve on the Division Board of Directors shall be announced and the President and President-Elect may report on the Divisions’ goals and activities.

5.1.1
At the annual meeting, the members of the Division present shall constitute a quorum.

5.1.2
At the annual meeting, a majority vote of the Division members present at the meeting shall be sufficient to pass any motion.

5.2
Special meetings of the Division Board of Directors may be called by the President or by a majority of the Division Board of Directors and shall be called by the Secretary on request of four members in writing.  The time and place of special meetings shall be announced at least one week in advance.

5.3
At all Division Board of Directors meetings, one-third of board members shall constitute a quorum.  If a quorum is present, then a majority, as defined by these by-laws, is present.
5.4
Unless otherwise specifically provided herein, a majority vote of the members of the Division Board of Directors present at a Division Board of Directors meeting shall be sufficient to pass any motion except that a two-thirds vote of the Division Board of Director members present is required to amend these by-laws.

5.5
In the event the President determines that a motion needs to be decided prior to the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Division Board of Directors, the President may contact the members of the Division Board of Directors to take the vote.  A vote of at least a majority of all of the members of the Division Board of Directors is required to pass such a motion.  The President shall report on such motion at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Division Board of Directors.

ARTICLE 6.
COMMITTEES
6.1
The President may appoint committees and committee chairpersons to promote the activities of the Division.

ARTICLE 7.
AMENDMENTS

7.1
These by-laws may be amended at any meeting of the Division Board of Directors by a two-thirds vote of the Directors present and voting.  Notice of the Division Board of Directors’ action shall be POSTED ON THE MARICOPA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION WEBSITE sent to all Division members within 60 days.  All amendments to the by-laws shall be presented to the Division members at the next Division annual meeting for approval or non-approval by a majority vote of the Division members present at such meeting.  Amendments to the by-laws passed by the Division Board of Directors but not yet voted on by the Division members shall, after ratification by the MCBA Board of Directors, be treated as enacted by-laws pending the vote of approval or disapproval by members at the next Division annual meeting.
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